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of Country

The University of Queensland (UQ) acknowledges
the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of
the lands on which we meet.

We pay our respects to their Ancestors and their
descendants, who continue cultural and spiritual
connections to Country.

We recognise their valuable contributions to
Australian and global society.

The Brisbane River pattern from A Guidance Through Time
by Casey Coolwell and Kyra Mancktelow.
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Succeeding
INn your first year

« This will be a big transition

* You must take responsibility for your own
learning

 There are many resources to help you
* First Year Coordinator

e A quick plug for Rick Krever's Mastering Law
Studies and Law Exam Techniques —
available online through the UQ Library site

» Professional courtesy — Court Tour Program



Make sure to
monitor your
wellness

Physical & mental



First Year Coordinator
and first-year teaching team
LAWS1700 & LAWS1701

y



First Year
Coordinator

Georgina Elliott



LAWS1700 Foundations of Law

Semester 1, 2026

Dr Renato Costa Professor Georgina Elliott
Course Coordinator Justine Bell-James



LAWS1701 Laws of Contract |
Principles of Contractual Agreement

Semester 1, 2026

Dr Rosemary Gibson Dr Wenting Cheng

Course Coordinator



Assoclate Professor
Radha Ivory

Program Director,
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)

TC Beirne School of Law




What am | going to study & when?

It depends on your Program
'Single law' or dual degrees, the 'LLB' is common to element.
It has some core and some elective content.

The core content covers the material that you need to know to
become admitted as a lawyer.

You need to take a certain number of electives too. But they
cover diverse topics and you can choose which ones to take.

It's important that you follow your program by doing your courses
In the right order.

You should be enrolled in LAWS1700 and LAWS1701 this
semester.



What does a course look like?

At UQ, we call subjects 'courses'

A course may consist of lectures, seminars, online modules, as well
as tutorials and workshops. Lectures and seminars start in week 1,
tutorials generally start in week 2.

We have specialised workshops designed to help with your high school
—University transition and develop the necessary skills you will need to
succeed in your degree.

You will experience a variety of delivery modes throughout law school
(e.g. 1hr lecture and a 2hr seminar, 2hr lecture and 1hr tutorial, 3hr
seminar).

You are expected to attend all your allocated classes as per your
timetable.

All the details of what will happen in each course will be covered in the
Course Profile (CP). Just search for the course code.

Struggling with class sign-on? Visit: my.ug.edu.au/starting-at-ug



https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq
https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq
https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq
https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq
https://my.uq.edu.au/starting-at-uq

What Is class time for?

Class time is a time where you can think about the
knowledge being presented. It is time for you to ask
guestions, gain an understanding of the course content, get
feedback on work and get some experience in using the
knowledge.

Knowledge and experience don't just happen
—you have to be an active learner.



Work integrated learning (WIL)

There are various ways to gain invaluable legal work experience

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

* Currently a 4-week summer/winter break intensive

e Usually students apply after 2"9/31d year (after completing LAWS2708)

Legal Internships and Placements
* Legal Internships (LAWS5114)
* Transnational Perspectives in Law (LAWS5233)

* Clinical Legal Education (LAWS5180)

Professional Placements

e UOLS & UQLA Barrister's Work Experience Program

e UQ Forage (virtual placements)

Summer & Winter Research Scholar Program

Research Assistants Register



https://law.uq.edu.au/current-students/careers-overseas/work/odpp
https://law.uq.edu.au/current-students/careers-overseas/work/odpp
https://law.uq.edu.au/current-students/course-information-and-support/legal-internships
https://law.uq.edu.au/current-students/careers-and-overseas-opportunities/overseas-study-opportunities/transnational-perspectives-law-laws5233
https://programs-courses.uq.edu.au/course.html?course_code=LAWS5180
https://www.uqla.org.au/work-experience
https://www.uqla.org.au/work-experience
https://bel.uq.edu.au/for-students/careers/gain-experience
https://bel.uq.edu.au/for-students/careers/gain-experience
https://employability.uq.edu.au/summer-winter-research
https://employability.uq.edu.au/summer-winter-research
https://law.uq.edu.au/about/positions-vacant/research-assistant-register
https://law.uq.edu.au/about/positions-vacant/research-assistant-register

What should | do to keep up?

We manage the scheduled activities and provide information
you need to know about what to study in the course on the
course Blackboard.

Also closely monitor your UQ email. It is the 'inbox’ for
communications from UQ, including announcements from
Blackboard sites.

It is up to you to prepare for class, complete any online
modules or reading or seminar preparation required to
participate, schedule in time to complete assessments.

Part of preparation is planning. Be a time realist, not an
optimist!
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When and how will | be assessed?

Research Essays Presentations

Seminar/tutorial Drafting exercises
preparation e
Law reform submissions

Case analysis

: : \Y ral advocac
Multiple choice exams oots (oral ad y)

Problem-based exams




What if | can't make a deadline?

Or when can | get a 'deferred' or extension...

We know life happens.

In some situations, you can get permission to sit a later
(deferred) exam or to hand in an assessment late without
penalty (extension).

To be fair to everyone, those requests aren't handled by
your teachers and are governed by a policy.

Note the first point on the 'Applying for an Assessment

Extension' page: 'Don't leave assignment writing until the last
minute. We encourage you to plan your workload so you can meet
assessment deadlines.’



What if | cut corners (on my integrity)?

Don’t cheat yourself out of a legal career... Are you 'fit and proper'?

Always check and comply with the You must complete the
expectations for completing each Academic Integrity Modules
piece of assessment, including (Part A and B) in the first
around Al.

semester.

A breach of the Code may result
In an academic misconduct
investigation.

Any breach or other misconduct
will then lead to significant
implications when you seek to be

Unless it is specified, you should _
assume that all assessable items You must comply with the

in your courses are to be Student Code of Conduct

completed by you — alone. which requires that you
conduct your studies with
fairness and integrity.

‘admitted' as a lawyer in the
Supreme Court.




What's the big picture (for me)?

It's not all about (traditional legal) jobs and (professional) success

Learning at university is not just acquiring skills or
knowledge to do a particular type of job.

It's about you becoming attuned to:
» the types of ideas and activities that light you up.

* the types of values that matter to you and the world as
you see it.

« the ways of being with others that feels like nourishing
relationships.

It's a process of discovery that involves adversity and
failure, as well as smooth sailing and success on standard
measures.
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Tips for a successful first semester

Be organised & prepared

I
@ 'ﬁf . }@{ og

ad /. \ i

Keep an eye out for Check blackboard for Check your Think about the skills &
deadlines in each course your course regularly — UQ email regularly knowledge you might
that's how your teachers need and who can help

will communicate with you



BEL Student Centre

Do you have guestions?

Visit: Level 2 Colin Clark Building (39)
8:30am — 4:30pm

During busy periods at the start of semester,
pre-allocated drop-in sessions apply for
each course. Check before you visit.

Email: bel@ug.edu.au
Call: (07) 3365 7111

bel.ug.edu.au/current-students



https://bel.uq.edu.au/current-students
https://bel.uq.edu.au/current-students
https://bel.uq.edu.au/current-students

Mark these dates!

Key semester dates you don't want to forget!

The last day to..

20 February Enrol for international students (domestic students should have enrolled by now)
= Enrolin at least 1 course in Sl-net.

8 March Adding or changing courses
= Due date for tuition fee payment.
31 March = Census date — this is the last date to drop courses without financial liability.
30 April = Semester 1 last date to withdraw or cancel enrolment through Sl-net without academic

penalty. Financial liability will remain.



Course choice
and information

How do you know what courses to take?
Refer to your program plan at:

bel.ug.edu.au/for-students/program-
course-advice

Student Administration Officers at the
BEL Student Centre can help with course
advice and progression checks.

In semester 1 of your first year, normally you
enrol in LAWS1700 and LAWS1701



BEL Student Centre

We're here to help you

/

Plan your program / Be aware of important dates
enrolment affecting enrolment
—= —
= —>
Apply for credit Change program

@ Level 2, Colin Clark building (39) % 4617 3365 7111

o

Understand your program
rules / requirements

1S

Make sure you're on
track to graduate

bel@ug.edu.au
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Dual programs

You may need to contact another faculty within UQ for
advice specific to your other courses

Bachelors of Computer Science / Laws (Honours)
Bachelors of Journalism / Laws (Honours)

Bachelors of Humanities / Laws (Honours)

Bachelors of Arts / Laws (Honours)

Bachelors of Business Management / Laws (Honours)
Bachelors of Commerce / Laws (Honours)

Bachelors of Economics / Laws (Honours)

Bachelors of Science / Laws (Honours)



Business, Economics and Law

Student Base

Level 1, Colin Clark Building

Your space to hang out, study and connect
on campus!

The airconditioned study rooms, social
courtyard and kitchenette are yours to enjoy.

Plus, keep an eye out for fun activities and
giveaways happening in the space.

See you there!

Scan mel!




Law life & wellbeing

L e



What is your motivation to
study law?



Dony Rodriguez

The UQ Law School, through its Law life & wellbeing co-curricular
program, is proactively committed to supporting our student community
and equipping you with the tools you need to thrive.

Studying law can be challenging and involve hard work, so maintaining
your wellbeing throughout your journey is fundamental.

We have resources to assist you to practise self-care, connect with
friends and access professional support if you need to.

law.uq.edu.au/current-students/wellness

lawlife@uq.edu.au



Law life & wellbeing

First Year Court Visit Wellbeing Support Stalls
(Orientation) (RERVEEDS)

law.uqg.edu.au/current-students/wellness
lawlife@uq.edu.au

Follow us on Facebook
and LinkedIn 'UQ Law
School'

33



THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND
AUSTRALIA

Law life & wellbeing

g Effective learning and studying

First-year support Connection and community « UQLS PALS 'Peer Assisted Learning
Sessions'
e Check out the UQLS 'First Year Guide' and e Student Monthly Update and 'The Hub' « Library courses/resources

get involved with their first-year social events

Physical health and wellbeing
* Law school running clubs or social
sport teams

2222 Diversity, disability and inclusion
» If you have a disability, mental health
or medical condition, illness, injury or
exceptional circumstance, there are
services available to assist you with
your studies — act early!




THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND
AUSTRALIA




Recent research into Australian law students, suggests they are 2.4 times more likely than medical students, and 3.5 times more likely
than the general population, to report high, or very high levels of distress.

Larcombe W, Malkin I, Nicholson P. Law students' motivations, expectations and levels of psychological distress: Evidence of connections. Legal Education Review. 2012;22(1/2):71-98.



Health and wellbeing

UQ also provides a range of programs and counselling services to help improve your overall physical
and mental wellbeing, including:

@ Mental Health Champions Network

ikl UQ Ally Network
o7

Counselling

UQ Psychology Clinic

Health clinics

2> ® B

Q Sport
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Scholarships

Do yourself a favour and investigate the
numerous scholarships that are available
throughout UQ

Scholarships range in terms of length,
application dates, and eligibility

« The UQ Law School has multiple
scholarships on offer every year:
law.uqg.edu.au/study/scholarships-prizes

« UQ also has various non-program specific
scholarships: scholarships.ug.edu.au

* A number of scholarships close this Friday,
20 February!



Our Scholarships




Beyond the classroom

L e



Mooting

Sharpen your advocacy skills and prepare
for the courtroom.

Join in legal advocacy competitions as an
extra-curricular activity and for course credit.

Moot competitions are a tradition in law
schools — they provide the opportunity for you
to learn from experienced legal

professionals and bring out the best advocate
in you.

You will join a team that will argue a
hypothetical case on appeal in a simulated
courtroom against another student

team. Each team researches their case
and presents written and oral submissions,
with feedback and advice from your coach
along the way.



External
Competitions

Go further and apply to represent our school in
national and international competitions.

UQ has a proud history of success in international
competitions. In the later years of your
undergraduate degree, you can participatein a
selection of international competitions

Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot, the world's
oldest and largest moot competition (600+ teams). UQ
was victorious for the third time in 2018. In 2025, our
team ranked 3rd in the international rounds and won the
national qualifying rounds.

Willem C. Vis International Arbitration Moot in
Iinternational commercial law. In 2025, our team won
the Budapest Pre-Moot and placed in the top 32 out of
384 teams worldwide in Vienna.

International Maritime Law Arbitration Moot involving a
dispute about commercial maritime law. UQ were
crowned Grand Champions in 2024 (11 times overall).



Internal Competitions

The UQ Law Society (UQLS) offers an array of
legal advocacy opportunities for law students

Whether you want to negotiate deals, interview
clients, examine a witness, or present submissions,
the UQLS has the competitions for you.

Their competitions provide excellent experience for
students looking to get involved in the school’s external
advocacy program.

Look out for their workshops on 'how to moot', ‘how to
negotiate'. Read their 'Raise the Bar' guide for
competitors.

Mediation, Senior Moot, Senior Client Interviewing, Junior
Negotiation

Witness Examination, Junior Moot, Junior Client
Interviewing, Senior Negotiation

Questions? Email externalcompetitions@uqls.com.



Pro Bono Centre

Pro Bono Panel and Pizza Event

Want to find out more about pro bono and what Friday 6 March 2026

it looks like for a law student? 4-5:30pm
_ Room W349, Forgan
Come along to the UQ Pro Bono Centre’s Pizza Panel Smith West Building

information session on Friday 6 March at 4pm.
The University of

Hear from a panel of UQPBC student leaders and recent Queensland
alumni about how you can use your legal skills to benefit the
community, whether you're in your first year or your final year.

Seating is limited so registration is recommended
Scan the QR code to secure your place.

Acknowledgement of Country We acknowledge the Yuggera and Turrbal people as the True Owners and Custodians of this land, the waters and the skies. We pay our respects to their Ancestors and their descendants who continue cultural
and spiritual connections to Country. We acknowledge that the TC Beirne School of Law sits on stolen land, sovereignty ceded, and no treaty has been negotiated. We acknowledge the Traditional Law and Lore which was practised upon this
land for millennia was never before the common law was forced upon it, and which continues to be practised today. We acknowledge the injustices faced by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples and communities as a result of settler
law. We recognise their valuable contributions to Community through activism and advocacy and to wider Australian and international society.
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Global Experiences during your UQ program!

Semester-based Exchange
Study at 130+ host universities overseas
Global (in-person)

Semester 1, Semester 2, or full year
6 — 12 months during UQ semesters

For credit towards your UQ program

<K gex@ug.edu.au

Short-term Experiences Global Enrichment Experiences
StUdy with Ieading universities overseas Conferences’ summits’ cultural

Global (virtual or in-person) immersion, leadership and professional
development

Summer or Winter breaks
2 _ 8 weeks Domestic, Global (virtual or in-person)

For credit or just for experience 2 days — 3 weeks (dates vary)

employability.ug.edu.au/global-experiences

45
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Global Experiences
Funding

* New Colombo Plan Scholarship (up to $100,000)

 New Colombo Plan Mobility Semester funding
($10,000 - $15,000)

» Destination Australia Cheung Kong Exchange
Program ($4,000 - $7,000)

* UQ School/Faculty Scholarships
« Host University Funding

» Global Experiences Grants

e OS-HELP Loan

e Centrelink

Presentation Title | Date CRICOS code 00025B 46
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EOI: Enrichment

More |nf0rmat|0n Experiences to Enhance

Employability

employability.ug.edu.au/global-experiences

@ gex@ug.edu.au
n Group: UQ Global Explorers

1l _ =]
§J Instagram.com/ugedge

& Book appointments through our website
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Bachelor of Laws (Hons)
Court Tour

Choose between either the morning or afternoon session
 Morning Session — 8:30am arrival for a 9am start

Afternoon Session — 12:30pm arrival or a 1pm start
Date: Friday, 20 February 2026

Location: Supreme and District Courts, 415 George
Street, Brisbane City, QLD, 4000

Register by scanning the QR code!
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Library

Heather Monro-Allison
OQutreach Librarian




Library website



Library website
—logged In



Library locations
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Walter Harrison Law Library

Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

 AskUs Virtual Desk * Physical collectlon: e Individual study spaces
. Monograph collection — books
. Statut dl t .

« Kitchenette . Joirl:,;i,an S « Standing desks

UQ Law Alumni Textbook Collection

« Room W4202 — training or study . . Individual study spaces e Group rooms


https://web.library.uq.edu.au/visit/walter-harrison-law-library

THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND

Legal Research Skills

Legal Research Essentials [Pressbook]: https://ug.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/



https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/
https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/
https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/
https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/
https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/
https://uq.pressbooks.pub/legal-research-essentials/

THE UNIVERSITY

Generative Al

UQ has information and resources for
students regarding Generative Al,
centralised in the Al Student Hub.

UQ provides free access to Microsoft Copilot and
Adobe Creative cloud software including Firefly.

Students can use any Al they like, and the Al Student
Hub includes guidance on responsible use and
expectations for academic integrity.

[=] o3 o]

F Learn more:
- bit.ly/al-student-hub



https://web.library.uq.edu.au/study-and-learning-support/ai-student-hub

THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND
AUSTRALIA

How we can help you

Library home page — contact us

Contact the AskUs Service for
help with borrowing
membership enquiries
student IT queries

'live' assistance with locating library materials

Contact the Librarian team for
e assistance with legal research

» referencing queries/resources access

e consultations — book an appointment
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Have questions you'd like to ask us later?
Contact lawlife@ug.edu.au
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Helpful online resources

e Scan the QR codes and save the links to these online orientation resources!

Your Support Services Module @YourBELStudentExperience Linktree
This resource explains the key support Web links to all the information you may
services available to help you have the best need to find during your time ay UQ, saved
experience at UQ. in the one place.
O '2{. j .
v o l“u
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Share your feedback to win!

Tell us about your orientation experience to enter the draw to
win a huge UQ prize pack, including:

* $100 voucher for UQ food outlets
* UQ varsity jacket

* UQ cap

* |nsulated lunch bag

* Bento box

* Glass coffee keep-cup

* UQ socks



Next steps!

The next activity will start at 10am in the UQ Centre Exhibition Hall (just
outside these doors, across the foyer)

* Use this time for a quick bathroom break if needed. Bathrooms are located to the
right-hand side as you exit the lecture theatre doors.

* Once inside the hall, please take a seat at a table with a ‘Bachelor of Laws’ sign.



Thank you for joining!

y



Bachelor of Laws (Hons)
Court Tour

Choose between either the morning or afternoon session
 Morning Session — 8:30am arrival for a 9am start

Afternoon Session — 12:30pm arrival or a 1pm start
Date: Friday, 20 February 2026

Location: Supreme and District Courts, 415 George
Street, Brisbane City, QLD, 4000

Register by scanning the QR code!
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